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The Newsletter 
Anything for the newsletter?  Please let 
me know.  Chris Martin.  Mobile 07939 
559 424.   Email: 
chris.e.martin@ntlworld.com 

Coffee and Advice 
Remember you are invited for 
*FREE* coffee on Sunday mornings.  
Come along to the Hut at 11 am. 

Remember that we also have an 
allotment ‘shop’ at The Hut.  This is 
open every Sunday from 10.30am.   

A copy of the price list is pinned to the 
site notice board on the outside wall. 

Vacant Plots 
Although all plots are fully let at the 
moment, vacancies do arise from time 
to time.  If you are an existing plot-
holder with half a plot, perhaps you 
may be interested in taking on another 
half?  Or perhaps you have a friend or 
colleague who may be interested in 
taking on a plot? 

Requests for new plots are always 
welcome, but please note that all 
applications should be made in writing 
- either by email to 
ash_road_allotments@aol.co.uk or by 
letter posted in the mail box on the 
back wall of the Hut.  This is so that we 
can make sure all requests are dealt 
with properly and fairly.  

We’d also like to hear from you if you’d 
like to ‘downsize’ and provide scope for 
someone else to take up an allotment.  
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Prize-Winning Allotment? 
Our Allotment Annual Show takes place on Sunday 2nd 
September.  A regular feature of the Show is the announcement of 
the award for ‘Best Plot’.  This year the Committee would like your 
help to draw up a shortlist.  We’d love to receive nominations of 
plots which you think would merit consideration for the award.  So 
if you’ve walked past a plot that you think deserves a look, please 
let us know.  Send an email with the plot number to 
ash_road_allotments@aol.co.uk.  The judging panel will be starting 
its work soon, so we look forward to hearing from you.  Who 
knows, you may help find our winning plot for 2018!   

Macmillan Coffee Morning, 
Sunday 1st July, 11am 
We’ve rearranged the date for the coffee morning to raise funds 
for Macmillan Cancer Relief.  The new date is Sunday 1st July, at 11 
O’clock, so please put it in your diary and please come along.   

It would be great if those of you who like baking would be 
prepared to bake a cake and bring it along on the morning.  It all 
helps raise funds for Macmillan and will help make the event an 
enjoyable one.  We also have some second-hand books that we 
plan to sell to raise money for the charity.   

I look forward to seeing you on Sunday 1st. 
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Still haven’t joined us on 
Facebook?  Follow the link -  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1115906655100815.  

Rubbish Disposal 

Can I make a plea for plot-holders 
NOT to abandon or dump rubbish 
and waste material on-site.  Recently 
people have been leaving waste 
items close to the car parks, or by 
the Rokeby Gardens entrance (as in 
the above photo). 
We do not have a waste disposal 
service from the site.  These actions 
cause inconvenience for other plot-
holders (who experience waste 
blowing onto their plots) and also 
for Committee Members, who have 
to clear this mess.   
Waste material should only be 
placed in the waste disposal skips 
that we occasionally hire and have 
on site.  Other than that please 
take all waste material home with 
you and dispose in the normal 
way as you would with your own 
household waste. 

June Tasks on the Allotment 
June signals the mid-point of the year (yes, already!), but only the 
beginning of summer.  Hopefully you are already starting to enjoy 
some produce from your plot. 

Top Tasks 
• Weed ruthlessly and remember to keep the pathways clear 

around your plot, so that people can walk safely around the site. 
• Feed and water ‘thirsty’ crops (such as squash, celeriac etc.) 

regularly in the current dry weather, but many others, such as 
brassicas should be able to cope. 

• Support and stake fruit and veg as needed in breezy weather. 
• Net peas, cabbages and fruit bushes against pests and build 

support for climbing plants, such as beans.  Note that pigeons can 
descend in flocks and strip all your fruit in one session. 

• Feed any tomatoes you plant out now as soon as the first tiny 
fruits appear on plants. 

• Keep a careful watch for pests and act accordingly to protect your 
crop (check the undersides of leaves for slugs and butterfly eggs).  

• Harvest your early potatoes, but keep ‘earthing’ up your main crop 
potatoes regularly with mounds of soil to encourage more tubers 
and stop them going green. 

• Greenhouses and polytunnels will need to be well ventilated - 
best to leave doors and windows open. 

Sow or Plant 
• Sow seeds for vegetables, salads and herbs for picking in late 

summer and autumn (water-in with a fine rose). 
• Plant out your spring-grown seedlings of Brussels sprouts, leeks, 

cabbages, cauliflowers and broccoli etc. for your autumn and 
winter harvests. 

• Courgette, pumpkin and squash plants can be planted out now if 
you haven’t already.  Allow plenty of space and keep watered and 
mulched. 

• Outdoor tomatoes and sweetcorn should all be planted by this 
month to give them as much time as possible in the next few 
months to ‘fruit’ and ripen.  Chillies and sweet peppers will 
probably need the protection of a polytunnel. 

Can you help? 
Deborah Keenan is a local resident who is carrying out a study on 
allotments for an MA degree.  She also has her own allotment.  She 
would like to be able to speak to plot-holders on our site.   

She is interested in the history of the site, how plots are being used 
and comparing attitudes and how allotments are being used now to 
the 1960s.  If you’d like to help her with her research, either by 
being interviewed, or completing a questionnaire.  Deborah can be 
contacted by email at pudseydeb8@gmail.com 
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